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O THOU who hast sought illumination from
the light of guidance! Praise thou God that
He hath directed thee to the light of truth
and hath invited thee to enter the Kingdom
of Abhá. Thy sight hath been illumined and
thy heart hath been turned into a rose
garden. I pray for thee that thou mayest
ever grow in faith and assurance, shine like
unto a torch in the assemblies and bestow
upon them the light of guidance. Whenever
an illumined assembly of the friends of God
is gathered, `Abdu'l-Bahá, although bodily
absent, is yet present in spirit and in soul. I
am always a traveler to America and am
assuredly associating with spiritual and
illumined friends. Distance is annihilated
and prevents not the close and intimate
association of two souls that are closely
attached in heart even though they may be
in two different countries. I am therefore thy
close companion, attuned and in harmony
with thy soul.

`Abdu'l-Bahá
Selection from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá #66





As to the most great characteristic of the
revelation of Bahá'u'lláh -- a specific
teaching not given by any of the Prophets of
the past -- it is the ordination and
appointment of the Center of the Covenant.
By this appointment and provision He has
safeguarded and protected the religion of
God against differences and schisms,
making it impossible for any one to create a
new sect or faction of belief. To insure unity
and agreement He has entered into a
Covenant with all the people of the world
including the Interpreter and Explainer of
His teachings so that no one may interpret
or explain the religion of God according to
his own view or opinion and thus create a
sect founded upon his individual
understanding of the divine words. The
Book of the Covenant or Testament of
Bahá'u'lláh is the means of preventing such
a possibility, for whosoever shall speak from
the authority of himself alone shall be
degraded. Be ye informed and cognizant of
this.

`Abdu'l-Bahá
2 December 1912 Talk at Home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Kinney









As ye have faith so shall your powers and blessings 
be.

Be steadfast as a rock that no storm can move, 
nothing can disturb.

Endure all things even to the end, for I am with you 
always, I am with you to the end. 

Have faith.

As ye have faith
text by `Abdu'l-Bahá, music by Emily Wright





Kitáb-i-‘Ahd (Book of the Covenant)

ALTHOUGH the Realm of Glory hath none of the
vanities of the world, yet within the treasury of
trust and resignation We have bequeathed to
Our heirs an excellent and priceless heritage.
Earthly treasures We have not bequeathed, nor
have We added such cares as they entail. By
God! In earthly riches fear is hidden and peril is
concealed. Consider ye and call to mind that
which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur'án: 'Woe betide every slanderer and
defamer, him that layeth up riches and counteth
them.' Fleeting are the riches of the world; all that
perisheth and changeth is not, and hath never
been, worthy of attention, except to a recognized
measure.

The aim of this Wronged One in sustaining woes
and tribulations, in revealing the Holy Verses and
in demonstrating proofs hath been naught but to
quench the flame of hate and enmity, that the
horizon of the hearts of men may be illumined
with the light of concord and attain real peace
and tranquillity. From the dawning-place of the
divine Tablet the day-star of this utterance
shineth resplendent, and it behoveth everyone to
fix his gaze upon it: We exhort you, O peoples of
the world, to observe that which will elevate your
station. Hold fast to the fear of God and firmly



adhere to what is right. Verily I say, the tongue is
for mentioning what is good, defile it not with
unseemly talk. God hath forgiven what is past.
Henceforward everyone should utter that which
is meet and seemly, and should refrain from
slander, abuse and whatever causeth sadness in
men. Lofty is the station of man! Not long ago
this exalted Word streamed forth from the
treasury of Our Pen of Glory: Great and blessed
is this Day -- the Day in which all that lay latent in
man hath been and will be made manifest. Lofty
is the station of man, were he to hold fast to
righteousness and truth and to remain firm and
steadfast in the Cause. In the eyes of the All-
Merciful a true man appeareth even as a
firmament; its sun and moon are his sight and
hearing, and his shining and resplendent
character its stars. His is the loftiest station, and
his influence educateth the world of being.

Every receptive soul who hath in this Day inhaled
the fragrance of His garment and hath, with a
pure heart, set his face towards the all-glorious
Horizon is reckoned among the people of Baha
in the Crimson Book. Grasp ye, in My Name, the
chalice of My loving-kindness, drink then your fill
in My glorious and wondrous remembrance.

O ye that dwell on earth! The religion of God is
for love and unity; make it not the cause of



enmity or dissension. In the eyes of men of
insight and the beholders of the Most Sublime
Vision, whatsoever are the effective means for
safeguarding and promoting the happiness and
welfare of the children of men have already been
revealed by the Pen of Glory. But the foolish
ones of the earth, being nurtured in evil passions
and desires, have remained heedless of the
consummate wisdom of Him Who is, in truth, the
All-Wise, while their words and deeds are
prompted by idle fancies and vain imaginings. O
ye the loved ones and the trustees of God! Kings
are the manifestations of the power, and the
daysprings of the might and riches, of God. Pray
ye on their behalf. He hath invested them with
the rulership of the earth and hath singled out the
hearts of men as His Own domain.

Conflict and contention are categorically
forbidden in His Book. This is a decree of God in
this Most Great Revelation. It is divinely
preserved from annulment and is invested by
Him with the splendour of His confirmation.
Verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

It is incumbent upon everyone to aid those
daysprings of authority and sources of command
who are adorned with the ornament of equity and
justice. Blessed are the rulers and the learned



among the people of Baha. They are My trustees
among My servants and the manifestations of My
commandments amidst My people. Upon them
rest My glory, My blessings and My grace which
have pervaded the world of being. In this
connection the utterances revealed in the Kitáb-i-
Aqdas are such that from the horizon of their
words the light of divine grace shineth luminous
and resplendent.

O ye My Branches! A mighty force, a
consummate power lieth concealed in the world
of being. Fix your gaze upon it and upon its
unifying influence, and not upon the differences
which appear from it.

The Will of the divine Testator is this: It is
incumbent upon the Aghsan, the Afnan and My
Kindred to turn, one and all, their faces towards
the Most Mighty Branch. Consider that which We
have revealed in Our Most Holy Book: 'When the
ocean of My presence hath ebbed and the Book
of My Revelation is ended, turn your faces
toward Him Whom God hath purposed, Who
hath branched from this Ancient Root.' The
object of this sacred verse is none other except
the Most Mighty Branch. Thus have We
graciously revealed unto you Our potent Will,
and I am verily the Gracious, the All-Powerful.
Verily God hath ordained the station of the



Greater Branch to be beneath that of the Most
Great Branch. He is in truth the Ordainer, the All-
Wise. We have chosen 'the Greater' after 'the
Most Great', as decreed by Him Who is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

It is enjoined upon everyone to manifest love
towards the Aghsan, but God hath not granted
them any right to the property of others.

O ye My Aghsan, My Afnan and My Kindred! We
exhort you to fear God, to perform praiseworthy
deeds and to do that which is meet and seemly
and serveth to exalt your station. Verily I say,
fear of God is the greatest commander that can
render the Cause of God victorious, and the
hosts which best befit this commander have ever
been and are an upright character and pure and
goodly deeds.

Say: O servants! Let not the means of order be
made the cause of confusion and the instrument
of union an occasion for discord. We fain would
hope that the people of Baha may be guided by
the blessed words: 'Say: all things are of God.'
This exalted utterance is like unto water for
quenching the fire of hate and enmity which
smouldereth within the hearts and breasts of
men. By this single utterance contending
peoples and kindreds will attain the light of true



unity. Verily He speaketh the truth and leadeth
the way. He is the All-Powerful, the Exalted, the
Gracious.

It is incumbent upon everyone to show courtesy
to, and have regard for the Aghsan, that thereby
the Cause of God may be glorified and His Word
exalted. This injunction hath time and again been
mentioned and recorded in the Holy Writ. Well is
it with him who is enabled to achieve that which
the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days hath
prescribed for him. Ye are bidden moreover to
respect the members of the Holy Household, the
Afnan and the kindred. We further admonish you
to serve all nations and to strive for the
betterment of the world.

That which is conducive to the regeneration of
the world and the salvation of the peoples and
kindreds of the earth hath been sent down from
the heaven of the utterance of Him Who is the
Desire of the world. Give ye a hearing ear to the
counsels of the Pen of Glory. Better is this for
you than all that is on the earth. Unto this
beareth witness My glorious and wondrous Book.

Bahá'u'lláh
Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p. 222



The cord that pulls me closer to the centre of the moon
He came into this world on the king of days, not a moment too soon

All the spirit of faith contained in Him, like a vessel He encompassed the Word
The ark on the water through stormy seas, He sails on unperturbed

He wore the holy Aba, the Holy One from the East
In the soul of the world He built a fire, and I’m burning away in its heat
Oh the promise is made with creation, a covenant for all humankind

A fortress of strength for my wandering heart, to its magnet of love I will bind

And then, He holds out His hand, He’s doing His part, the promise of ages past
And I’m drawn like a cord to the covenant, Oh I cling to the hem of His garment

The pure and stainless mirror, in the station of servitude
The pivot of oneness in a fractured world, born of the Ancient Root

In the Tablet of the Branch He named You, the appointed one to shepherd the 
herd

The Perfect Exemplar to guide the way, Interpreter of His word

And then, He holds out His hand, He’s doing His part, the promise of ages past
And I’m drawn like a cord to the covenant, Oh I cling to the hem of His garment

“Be thou so steadfast in my love that thy heart shall not waver”1

“Even if…the heavens and [the]earth arise against thee”2

“Be thou as a flame of fire…and a river of live eternal”3

“[And] be not shaken… for I am with you always…
As ye have faith so shall your powers and blessings be”4

The Covenant
performed by Smith & Dragoman

1 Bahá’u’lláh, Bahá’í Prayers, pg. 211
2 Bahá’u’lláh, Bahá’í Prayers, pg. 211
3 Bahá’u’lláh, Bahá’í Prayers, pg. 211
4 `Abdu'l-Bahá. Quoted by May Maxwell, An Early Pilgrimage, p. 40



Tablet of Visitation of `Abdu'l-Bahá
(Whoso reciteth this prayer with lowliness and fervor will bring gladness and joy 

to the heart of this Servant; it will be even as meeting Him face to face.)

He is the All Glorious!

O God, my God! Lowly and tearful, I raise my
suppliant hands to Thee and cover my face in the
dust of that Threshold of Thine, exalted above
the knowledge of the learned, and the praise of
all that glorify Thee. Graciously look upon Thy
servant, humble and lowly at Thy door, with the
glances of the eye of Thy mercy, and immerse
him in the Ocean of Thine eternal grace.

Lord! He is a poor and lowly servant of Thine,
enthralled and imploring Thee, captive in Thy
hand, praying fervently to Thee, trusting in Thee,
in tears before Thy face, calling to Thee and
beseeching Thee, saying:

O Lord, my God! Give me Thy grace to serve
Thy loved ones, strengthen me in my servitude
to Thee, illumine my brow with the light of
adoration in Thy court of holiness, and of prayer
to Thy kingdom of grandeur. Help me to be
selfless at the heavenly entrance of Thy gate, and
aid me to be detached from all things within Thy
holy precincts. Lord! Give me to drink from the



chalice of selflessness; with its robe clothe me,
and in its ocean immerse me. Make me as dust
in the pathway of Thy loved ones, and grant that
I may offer up my soul for the earth ennobled by
the footsteps of Thy chosen ones in Thy path, O
Lord of Glory in the Highest.

With this prayer doth Thy servant call Thee, at
dawntide and in the night-season. Fulfill his
heart's desire, O Lord! Illumine his heart,
gladden his bosom, kindle his light, that he may
serve Thy Cause and Thy servants.

Thou art the Bestower, the Pitiful, the Most
Bountiful, the Gracious, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.

`Abdu'l-Bahá



Our heartfelt thanks to the Minneapolis community for your contributions
to this program!

from the Holy Day Committee – Susan, Joe and Tiffany


